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      Do You Know ? / Savez-Vous ? 

 
Kramnik wins Linares, Spain Supertournament 
 
 This tournament was played from February 19 to March 5. It involved 7 players 
in a double round-robin. 5 of the top players in the world were included : # 1 – Garry 
Kasparov ( Russia ) – 2831; # 2 – Vladimir Kramnik ( Russia ) – 2777; # 5 – Alexei 
Shirov ( Spain ) – 2736; # 6 – Veselin Topalov ( Bulgaria ) – 2735;  and # 10 – Peter 
Leko ( Hungary ) – 2722. Also playing were 2 up-and-coming young players : Teimour 
Radjabov ( Azerbaijan ) and Francesco Vallejo Pons. 
 Kramnik scored 7/12 pts. to take first place. Tied for 2nd/3rd at 6.5 pts. were 
Kaparov and Leko. 
 
3rd Aeroflot Open, Moscow, Russia  
 
 This tournament was held Feb. 14 – 26 at the Rossija Hotel, and was the strongest 
open tournament ever held, with over 120 grandmasters in the top section. Tied for first 
with 7/9 pts. were Vallerij Fillipov, Sergei Rubalevski, and Rafael Vaganian. 
 A number of Canadians played in this top section : 
GM Kevin Spraggett – 5.5/9 
IM Mark Bluvshtein ( a GTA Junior ) – 4/9 
Thomas Roussel-Roozman – 3/9 
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2004 Cappelle le Grande, France, Open 
 
           This is another large swiss open tournament that draws a very high number of 
grandmasters. It was played from Feb. 28 – March 6. The winner was E. Najer, with 7/9 
pts. . Can. GM Kevin Spraggett scored 6/9 pts., for 32nd place. 
 
SCC to Hold Spring Open Active Tournament 
 
          Next month, on Saturday, April 24, SCC will sponsor an active ( 30 min. ) 
tournament at their club premises, which will be open to both members and non-
members.  It will be 5 rounds, in one section, with class prizes. Entry fee is $ 30 ( $ 25 
for juniors and seniors ). Send advance registration/ cheque to Maurice Smith, 34 
Ilfacombe Cres., Scarborough, Ontario. M1R 3 R8.  Rd. 1 will be at 10:00 AM, and Rd. 5 
at 3:30 PM. The club site is the Royal Canadian Legion Hall, 303 Kingston Road ( at 
Woodbine Ave. ) – enter at Kingston Rd. door. See you there. 
 
TORONTO SENIOR CHESS CHAMPIONSHIP 
 
                For Chess Players age 50 and better* 
 
 
Dates: Saturday March 27 and Sunday March 28, 2004 
 

                            Place: Bradgate Arms, 54 Foxbar Rd., Toronto ( southeast  of Avenue Rd & St. Clair) 
 
Type: Five Rounds Regular Swiss; one section; CFC rated (All entrants must be or  
 
       become members of the Chess Federation of Canada; or purchase a CFC tournament 
membership.) 
 
Rounds: Saturday Round 1 at 9:45 am; Round 2 at 1:45 pm; Round 3 at 5:45 pm; 
Sunday Round 4 at 10:30 am;  Round 5 at 2:30 pm  
 
Time Control: (Rounds 1-3): 90 minutes per game per player 
                        (Rounds 4-5): 105 minutes per game per player 
 
Entry Fee: $25  
On site entries close 9:50 am, March 27, 2004 
 
Prize Fund: 80%(cash, trophy) 
              
 
Organizer and TD: Martin Jaeger   Assistant: Wilf Ferner 
 
Info: Martin Jaeger-Phone 416-445-9293; Email: weferner@pathcom.com  
 

Site: Courtesy BRADGATE ARMS-a first class residence within a full 
service luxury hotel 

 
Please bring sets, boards, and clocks 

 
Regular CFC ratings will be used; please bring your latest CFC rating  
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A player may take up to two byes (excluding last round) 

 
 

No Smoking! 
  Limited on street parking  

 
*Tournament open to players born before March 28, 1954  – bring proof of age 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Registration Form: mail entries to M.Jaeger, #1201-755 York Mills Rd.,Toronto,ON M3B 1X5; make cheques 
payable to M. Jaeger; mail entry deadline postmarked Mar.22; cash only at site. 
 
Last Name: __________________________First Name: _______________________CFC Number: __________ 
 
Address: ________________________________________City: _____________________________________ 
 
Province: ______Postal Code: ______________Phone: _________________Date of Birth: _________________ 
 
Regular CFC Rating: _________Approximate date of publication: ____________________ 
 
Email: ___________________________________________Advance Byes : ___________________________ 
 
Entry Fee($25): ______CFC/OCA Annual Fee($43): ______CFC/OCA Tournament Fee($10): ______ 
 
Total Fees: ______. Please enter early!                       
 
Canadian Chess Trivia 
( submitted by David Cohen ) 
 
1. Scarborough-born Joel Lautier, winner of the 1988 World Junior Championship, says 
he never received this, but never expected to, as he represented France: 
 
"ATTENTION JUNIORS! A reward of $1,000 (cash) will be 
offered to the first Canadian to win the JUNIOR WORLD 
CHAMPIONSHIP, starting with the coming competition 
(1975). This prize is guaranteed by A. Langlois, 
Director of the Alekhine Chess Club of Montreal." 
 
-Bulletin 11, 1975.07-08, p.15 
 
2. Can you name the 3rd place finisher in both the 1976 Calgary and Alberta Junior 
Closed Championships? 
Sid Belzberg! 
 
Canadian Chess History 
( submitted by David Cohen ) 
 
How Lawrence Day beat himself 
 
When I mention a chess player beating himself, I probably conjure up an image of Geri, 
the lonely geriatric chess player in the park, from the Academy Award winning animated 
short film from Pixar, "Geri's Game". Geri ran around the board making the moves of 



both players. But no, this is the mystery of the Canadian Team at the 1974 Nice 
Olympiad. 
 
My researches into Canadian chess history started simply enough. I wished to compile a 
listing of our Olympiad results, including individual scores. The 1974 Olympiad was the 
last before Canadian International Arbiter Phil Haley introduced the Swiss pairing system 
at the 1976 Haifa Olympiad. Back in 1974, a system of round robins was still in use. In 
the preliminary, Canada placed =3rd and was relegated to the Group 'B' finals with 15 
other teams. Here my (chess history) troubles began. 
 
When I totalled up the players' scores from the database of Canadian Olympiad games on 
Hugh Brodie's Montreal Chess web site, I was 0.5 points short. Chess Canada 1975.07-
08, p.44, provided the explanation: Canada's result against the other team from its 
preliminary group, Denmark, was carried over. Canada scored 0.5 points against 
Denmark. So, Canada scored 30.5 points against the remaining 14 teams in the Group 'B' 
finals, for a total of 31 points and an 8th place finish (24th overall). 
 
But now comes the real mystery. In his Toronto Star column of 2004.01.31, IM Lawrence 
Day stated that Day - Asmundsson, Canada - Iceland, 1-0 is the correct colours. He 
expressed his frustration that databases around the world contained the game with the 
colours reversed, giving it as Asmundsson - Day, 1-0. I consulted the Canadian DB, and, 
sure enough, the DB had the wrong colours. But when I reverse the colours, then Canada 
should score one more point! What happened? 
 
I investigated the players' colours. With 14 teams to play, Canada would have had 7 
Whites and 7 Blacks. Checking in the DB for the colours on Board 1 in each match 
revealed 7 Whites and 6 Blacks in the 13 other matches. So, Canada played Black against 
Iceland. This meant that Canada was Black on Board 1, and alternated colours on 
succeeding boards. 
 
Board 1 was a draw: 
 
Fridrik Olafsson - Duncan Suttles 
Iceland - Canada, Olympiad Finals Group B, Round 2, Nice 1974 
 
1.d4 d6 2.e4 g6 3.Nf3 Bg7 4.h3 Nf6 5.Nc3 0-0 6.Bg5 c5 7.dxc5 Qa5 8.Bd3 Qxc5 9.0-0 
Nc6 10.a3 Be6 11.Qd2 Rfc8 12.Rfe1 Qa5 13.Bh6 Ne5 14.Nxe5 Bxh6 15.Qxh6 Qxe5 1/2-
1/2 
 
The next two players in board order, Peter Biyiasas and D. Abraham Yanofsky, did not 
play this round. 
 
Board 2 saw a game (published in Chess Canada 1975.07-08, p.45-7, with annotations by 
Kuprejanov) that was in the winner's words "extremely tense and nervous": 
 
George Kuprejanov - Gudmundur Sigurjonsson 



Canada - Iceland, Olympiad Finals Group B, Round 2, Nice 1974 
 
1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.Bb5+ Nc6 4.0-0 Bg4 5.h3 Bh5 6.c3 a6 7.Bxc6+ bxc6 8.d4 cxd4 
9.cxd4 e6 10.Nc3 Be7 11.Qa4 Qd7 12.Nh2 d5 13.Be3 Bd8 14.e5 Ne7 15.Qa3 0-0 16.g4 
Bg6 17.Na4 a5 18.Rfc1 Rb8 19.Qc3 h5 20.b3 Rb5 21.Nc5 Qa7 22.Rf1 Bb6 23.Na4 Bc7  
24.Rac1 Rb4 25.Rfd1 Bb8 26.Nf3 hxg4 27.hxg4 Qc7 28.Ng5 Ba7 29.f3 Qc8 30.Nc5 Rb5 
31.a4 Rb4 32.Nd3 Rb7 33.Nf4 Qb8 34.Nxg6 Nxg6 35.Rd3 Qd8 36.f4 Rb4 37.Kg2 c5 
38.Qe1 cxd4 39.Qh1 Re8 40.Bd2 Rb7 41.Qh7+ Kf8 42.Rc6 Qb8 43.Nxe6+ Rxe6 
44.Rxe6 Rxb3 45.Rxg6 fxg6 46.Qh8+ Kf7 47.e6+ Kxe6 48.Qxg7 Rb2 49.Qxg6+ Kd7 
50.Qf7+ Kc6 51.Qe6+ Kc5 52.Qe7+ Kc4 53.Qe2 Kc5 54.g5 Qxf4 55.Bxf4 Rxe2+ 56.Kf3 
Re8 57.Rd1 Kc4 58.Rc1+ Kd3 59.Rb1 Bc5 60.Rd1+ Kc3 61.Rc1+ Kb4 62.Bd2+ Kxa4 
63.Rxc5 Kb3 64.Bxa5 1-0 
 
In the normal course of events, Canada would play Black on Board 3. But Lawrence has 
the original scoresheet to prove that he played White! I believe Lawrence played the 
wrong colour on his board. Piasetski, sitting next to him, probably alternated his colour 
from Lawrence's, and thus played the wrong colour as well. Technically, this was 
possible if the players at Boards 3 and 4 were seated apart from the top two boards. (It 
was also possible if Canada's players on Boards 3 and 4 switched with each other.) 
However the switch happened, it was the responsibility of the two team captains. 
 
My theory on how the switch happened must be placed into the context of the 
tournament. First, all reports I've read suggest that the organization of the tournament was 
chaotic. Round bulletins (and, I understand, the subsequent book based on them) were 
incomplete or full of errors. Second, Canada did not have a team captain!  
 
Here is the Board 3 game, which followed Lawrence's home preparation: 
 
Lawrence Day - Ingvar Asmundsson 
Canada - Iceland, Olympiad Finals Group B, Round 2, Nice 1974 
 
1.e4 e6 2.d3 d5 3.Nd2 Nf6 4.Ngf3 b6 5.Be2 Bb7 6.e5 Nfd7 7.0-0 Be7 8.Re1 Nc6 9.Bf1 
g5 10.h3 h5 11.g4 hxg4 12.hxg4 Nf8 13.Bg2 Ng6 14.Nf1 Nf4 15.d4 Kd7 16.Bxf4 gxf4 
17.Qd2 Bg5 18.c4 Na5 19.b3 Qg8 20.c5 Ba6 21.N1h2 Qg6 22.Rac1 Rac8 23.Qb4 Bd3 
24.Qc3 Ba6 25.c6+ Ke7 26.b4 Rxh2 27.Kxh2 Rh8+ 28.Kg1 Nc4 29.b5 Bc8 30.Qc2 Qg7 
31.Kf1 Bh4 32.Nxh4 Rxh4 33.Bf3 Rh3 34.Kg2 Rh4 35.Qe2 f6 36.exf6+ Qxf6 37.Rh1 
Rxh1 38.Rxh1 Qxd4 39.Rd1 Qe5 40.Qxe5 Nxe5 41.Rh1 Ng6 42.g5 a6 43.Rh6 Nf8 44.a4 
axb5 45.axb5 d4 46.Bg4 Kf7 47.Rf6+ Kg7 48.Bh5 e5 49.Rf7+ Kg8 50.Rxc7 Be6 51.Re7 
Bd5+ 52.Bf3 Be6 53.Rxe6 Nxe6 54.Bd5 Kf7 55.c7 1-0 
 
And now the real troubles started. Lawrence reported the results of the game as it was 
PLAYED - but the organizers must have recorded the result as it was ASSIGNED. So, 
Canada - supposed to be playing Black - lost the game on Board 3. Lawrence had beaten 
himself! 
 
Board 4 was a draw: 



 
Bjorgvin Viglundsson - Leon Piasetski 
Iceland - Canada, Olympiad Finals Group B, Round 2, Nice 1974 
 
1.e4 e6 2.d3 d5 3.Nd2 Nf6 4.Ngf3 Nc6 5.g3 dxe4 6.dxe4 e5 7.Bg2 Bc5 8.0-0 0-0 9.c3 a5 
10.Qa4 Bd7 11.Qc2 Re8 12.h3 b5 13.Kh2 a4 14.Rb1 Ra6 15.b4 axb3 16.axb3 Qa8 17.b4 
Bb6 18.Qd3 Ra1 19.c4 1/2-1/2 
 
Because the point was split, the colour switch had no effect here. 
 
Now we can see how Lawrence's game came to enter the databases with the colours 
reversed. Going by board order, the assigned colours and game results, editors - without 
accurate round bulletins to refer to - concluded that Lawrence must have played Black on 
Board 3 and lost the game. Strangely enough, the database of games from France has 
Canada playing Black in three of the four games! Lawrence's game is reversed, in order 
to match the posted result, while Piasetski's game is recorded with him also playing 
Black. The Canadian database maintains the 2 Whites to 2 Blacks ratio by also reversing 
the colours on the Board 4 game, thereby showing Piasetski as playing White. 
 
In conclusion, Canada should have scored one more point and finished =5th in Group 'B' 
(21st overall). Finally, I have also answered the question: if you beat yourself, is the 
game scored a win or a loss? In Lawrence's case, it was scored a loss, but he had other 
matters to attend to - he was on his honeymoon. 
 
References: 
 
Lawrence Day, chess column in Toronto Star 2004.01.31 and personal correspondence 
 
Chess Canada 1975.07-08, Volume 5 published by Vladimir Dobrich, edited by Robert 
Rubenstein 
 
Hugh Brodie's Montreal Chess web site and Canadian games DataBase: 
http://hugh.cc.mcgill.ca/ 
 
Eric Delaire's DataBase of games from France: 
http://perso.wanadoo.fr/eric.delaire/Parties/Bases/Base.htm 
 
 
Canada Day Chess Festival ( July 1-4 ) 
 

Martin Jaeger is organizing Premier, Reserves, an Active and junior tournaments 
for the Canada Day weekend.   He may be contacted for details and entry forms at  
m_jaeger@look.ca . 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
A - Members/ non-members may contact Bob Armstrong, ed. , directly, at bobarm@sympatico.ca or 
through SCC e-mail,  to :  

1. Be added to the free e-mail list;  2. Submit content ( fact, opinion,  criticism,  recommendations! ). 
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B – An item in any language may be submitted for publication, if accompanied by an English translation. 
C – The opinions expressed here are those of the editor, and not necessarily those of the Scarborough CC. 
D - To review this newsletter after it has been deleted, or any of the archived newsletters back to Sept. 1, 
2002, visit our own SCTCN&V official website at : http://scarboroughchess.webhop.net. 
E – Please notify us if you wish to be removed from the free subscription list. 
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